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Editorial
The East Asia in Focus, Vol. 12, Issue 1-2 highlights East Asian
states’ response to political, economic, and financial of the new
normal situation of Covid-19. The world is still facing the surge of
Covid-19 cases with its new variant called delta and continuing
international cooperation by enhancing vaccine diplomacy and
mutual cooperation. The first half of 2021 has seen enormous
socio-political and economical changes with the continuing new
normal situation. The notable event was the military coup of
Myanmar, which has dashed the hope of Myanmar’s full-fledged
democracy after Suu Kyi's landslide victory in the national election
of 2020. The Tatmadaw’s detention of the NLD's prominent
leaders including Suu Kyi and the imposing of new censorship law
to crackdown on the Internet, press, and freedom of speech incited
common people to make a non-violent protest.
From the political arena, after taking control of Myanmar by
collapsing its democratically elected government, the country’s
Generals are struggling most to control the mass protest and
international community. To seize the full power, the selfproclaimed military government has declared National Unity
Government, the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
(CRPH), the NUG's formed People's Defense Forces (PDF) as
'Terrorist' Groups for alleged acts of incitement against the junta in
May. Under the country's Counterterrorism Law, the arrested
people with this allegation have to face 10 years of imprisonment.
From a security aspect, Indonesia has seized the crude oil
supertankers- Iranian-flagged MT Horse and Panamanian-flagged
MT Freya and Panamanian vessel suspected of illegally
transferring oil in the Southeast Asian nation’s waters. That created
a lot of diplomatic tension between the two countries. In February,
the UN experts have found the linkage between North Korea and
Iran in dealing with the equipment related to ballistic missiles. The
UN is suspecting that North Korea has modernized its nuclear
weapons and ballistic missiles by flaunting United Nations
sanctions, using cyber attacks to help finance its programs, and
continuing to seek material and technology for developing its
arsenal from overseas including Iran.
From the diplomatic viewpoint, the world sees the US-China’s
competitive relations in the power game. During the G-7 summit,
US President Joe Biden stated that Western powers should act to
counter a resurgent China, which made it angry in June. China
countered the summit by citing the United States as 'ill'. In June,

Myanmar coup leader Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing visited Russia to attend a security
conference and had earlier met Nikolai Patrushev,
the secretary of Russia’s Security Council. The
meeting reveals the close tie between the
Tatmadaw and the Russian government. In this
geopolitically fractured world, international
cooperation is no easy call. In the face of the
ravaging new variant of COVID-19, China
resumes its vaccine diplomacy in East and South
Asian countries. ASEAN thanked China for
vaccine support in a joint statement.
From the economic frame, for long, trade hovers
over the East Asia region as its vital growth
engine. The regional economic integration of East
Asia helped the region to bounce back during
2008’s financial crisis. After this pandemic, the
region is trying to bounce back. Hong Kong’s
economy is back to the expansion phase after six
consecutive quarters of contraction. First-quarter
gross domestic product increased 7.8% from the
same period a year earlier. China and Vietnam are
the only two countries to achieve 'V-shaped'
economic recovery in 2020 with output back to
pre-coronavirus level. The World Bank raised its
forecast of China's economic growth this year to
8.5% from 8.1%. After completing full
vaccination, it will rise higher. On the other side,
The United States imposed sanctions on
Myanmar’s Myanmar Timber Enterprise (MTE),
the state-run entity that controls Myanmar’s
timber sales. On June 23 and 24, Myanmar’s
military regime called timber auctions for
suffering financial crisis due to international
sanctions and domestic mass protest. Besides, the
quarterly presents an analysis of events and issues
relevant for understanding the dynamics in the
region. It has once again demonstrated that the
East Asian region is full of diversity and issues of
enormous regional and global implications.
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China’s Vaccine Diplomacy in Southeast Asia
Jannatul Ferdous

at taking the lead. So, it can be said, China is
aiming to lead the East and influence the West
as well.

The People’s Republic of China, successfully
protected itself from the devastations of
COVID-19 in both economic and humanitarian
terms, is now pursuing a ‘Vaccine Diplomacy’
to fight against the pandemic. In the West we
have noticed a retreat of globalization in almost
every aspect where states are becoming more
concerned about saving their citizens first from
such a lethal virus as they are facing the
appalling experience of the COVID-19
outbreaks. While in the pre-vaccination period
the West was fighting hard with the daily cases
of affected people, shortage of medical
equipment, insufficiency of oxygen, Beijing
stood strong and sent anti-pandemic medical
essentials like personal protective equipment,
masks, testing kits in the states from Italy to the
USA, Czech Republic to Cameroon which is
termed as ‘Mask Diplomacy’ in many
international media outlets. China’s Mask
Diplomacy is now termed as ‘Vaccine
Diplomacy’ which is now one of the new
challenges for the regional (India, Japan) and
the western (USA, EU) counterparts.

Southeast Asia has always been a crucial region
for China to pursue its geostrategic objectives.
China, the key regional player in the area, is
keen to show its obligations towards the
neighbours as a true global and regional actor
by ensuring their medical equipment and
adequate jabs of COVID-19 vaccines.
Despite having good terms with some states,
relations of China with Southeast Asia are
marked by economic interdependence,
diplomatic tension, animosity, bilateral
disputes, and public skepticism. This region is
at the same time maintains healthy ties with the
USA and India. In the time of Vaccine
Nationalism of the West, America First policy
of the USA, inward-looking policy of India due
to the recent spike of COVID cases, China
worked to fill the vacuum exerting its influence
and appeared as the vanguard of saving
Southeast Asia delivering the states with
essential shots of vaccine. How efficiently
China can project its public diplomacy skills
towards the region and beyond, and how
successful it can be in furthering its influence
with its goodwill or so-called vaccine
diplomacy, we are yet to see how it unravels.

China under Xi Jinping visioned to be a
significant global actor which is portrayed by
its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) project. The
notion of cooperation on global public health
through the BRI termed as ‘Health Silk Road’,
although not clearly defined, has the vision to
exert its influence in the global health sector
which once was applauded by the current
director-general of the World Health
Organization (WHO). In a recent phone call
with Former Italian Prime Minister Guiseppe
Conte, the concept of the Health Silk Road was
echoed by Xi. From West to East, China aimed

China’s vaccines and vaccine diplomacy
The WHO approved two vaccines of China for
emergency use in May and June this year which
are the first vaccine from the non-western states
authorized after AstraZeneca, Pfizer, Moderna,
4
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and Johnson & Johnson. COVID-19 vaccine of
Sinopharm
or
State-owned
National
Pharmaceutical Group is the first and
CoronaVac, widely identified by the name of
the company produced it - Sinovac COVID-19
vaccine – is the second one validated by the
World Health Organization. Both are
inactivated vaccines and have an easy storage
mechanism. According to WHO reports, the
efficacy of Sinopharm is 79% for symptomatic
and hospitalized disease, for the Sinovac it is
51% lower than the other approved vaccines.
The vaccines were injected into a very limited
number of aged people hence success rate
above 60 is in question. Through analyzing
available data and inspecting production
facility WHO authorizes the two vaccines in a
shorter period. This approval or Emergency
Use Listing enables China to be a contributor
in the COVAX facility, which is working for
the collection and supply of vaccines available
to the lower and middle-income countries,
administered by WHO, GAVI the vaccine
alliance and Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations.

far and wide. So, validation of the two Chinese
vaccines is hoped not only to accelerate China's
Vaccine Diplomacy but also to speed up the
COVAX facility as well.
Wang Yi’s foreign visits and reviving of the
Chinese public diplomacy
China is proactively pursuing vaccine
diplomacy with its Southeast Asian
neighbours. Although it ignored the term,
vaccine diplomacy, rather focusing more on its
global obligation as a key actor. China’s
endeavours in circulating its vaccines as a
means of donation or commercial export make
it one of the crucial players. At the very
beginning of this year, Chinese State Councilor
and Foreign Minister Wang Yi paid a six-day
visit to four Southeast Asian states (Indonesia,
Myanmar, Philippines, and Brunei) from 11 to
16 January. Assuring the neighbours who are
facing a massive upsurge of COVID-19
outbreak, China promised Myanmar and the
Philippines to provide three lakh and five lakh
doses of vaccines respectively. Deepening
cooperation against the ongoing COVID-19
crises was one of the major agendas in bilateral
talks with Indonesia. Indonesian President Joko
Widodo is the first Head of the State who has
been vaccinated with the Sinovac vaccine to
reduce public distrust. Before this, Wang Yi
visited Cambodia, Laos, Malaysia, Thailand,
and Singapore in October last year to
strengthen anti-pandemic ties.

Vaccine Diplomacy in this case refers to
China’s deliberate approach to distributing its
vaccines on a large scale to make up its image
and portray itself as responsible and dedicated
in providing global goods. Donation or
commercial export of vaccines can also be used
as a soft-power instrument to project its interest
to the recipient state, makes it believe in their
goodwill, and sometimes bound to follow the
conditions attached. Furthermore, vaccines are
also commercial goods for China which will
bring economic benefit to the country. When
the western states are driven by fulfilling
domestic demand of vaccines, exporting 1 to
3% of total doses produced, reports show,
China is exporting half of its vaccines produced

Who gets what: Vaccination efforts in
Southeast Asia
Most of the Southeast Asian states have
contracted with China for vaccines early in this
year. Indonesia, the Philippines, Cambodia
approved it for their vaccine roll-out before the
5
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approval of the WHO. ‘Me First’ approach of
vaccination of the significant global players has
created an almost comfortable space for China
to involve with the Southeast Asian states by
extending assistance towards them to fight
against the consequences of the pandemic. The
region was its largest trading partner in 2020;
so, a stable Southeast Asia is also imperative
for China.
Showcasing their medical
equipment and vaccines as -global public
goods- China wants to gain faith throughout the
world including this vital region. In the
upcoming days, we will see how China's
vaccine diplomacy works in this particular
region. Some predict China's efforts are
benefitting the states to recover from the
COVID-19 destruction; on the other hand,
some argues the states will be beholden to
China, falling into the trap of vaccine
diplomacy.

Thailand received 2 million doses of Sinovac
from China on February 28, whereas it secures
26 million and 35 million from Anglo-Swedish
company AstraZeneca. At the same time, Thai
King-owned company Siam Bioscience started
producing AstraZeneca’s vaccine and will
deliver it in the Southeast Asian states. It was
supposed to deliver its first shipment to the
Philippines which was delayed due to certain
limitations, nonetheless, this initiative will curb
the demand for the Chinese vaccines in the
region.
The case for Cambodia is less complicated as
the country holds friendly relations with China
which (Cambodia) is promised of getting
support for its immunization campaign.
Cambodia receives 1.7 million doses as a
donation, 4 million it purchased from China,
and 3.2 million it got from the COVAX facility.
It vaccinated more than 22% of its citizens, but
from February this year, the daily cases are
soaring high.

Indonesia is one of the largest Chinese vaccine
recipients and one of the badly affected
countries too of COVID-19 as the cases spiked
since February up to 12000. It accepted its first
shipment on 6 December 2020 and to date
vaccinated more than 5.1% of its population.
Since January, Indonesia is using Sinovac in
mass inoculation on a large scale after China.
Among the ASEAN states, Indonesia’s leading
vaccine producer BioFarma is planned to
produce 154 million Sinovac shots at the end of
this year. Malaysia received its delivery of
CoronaVac in February this year. The states
also got essential jabs of AstraZeneca and
Pfizer through the COVAX facility. Sinovac’s
Malaysian partner Pharmaniaga will initially
provide 7 million doses to the government and
private-owned companies of the state. These
two overseas producers will surely add to the
Chinese vaccine circulation throughout
Southeast Asia.

Vietnam approved AstraZeneca and Russia’s
Sputnik-V in the first place and approved
Sinopharm in the first week of June after WHO
validates its use. The state is skeptical towards
the intention of Chinese vaccines as those
might come up with hidden political agendas
and strings attached. As of April, this year, the
COVID situation of the country is getting
worse, so it planned to secure vaccines even
from China. From the COVAX facility, in
April and May, it received 928,800 and 1.6
million jabs of vaccines. Vietnam started
producing its own vaccine, Nancovax, which is
in the final trial now. On June 20, it received
500,000 doses of Sinopharm as a donation from
China. The country is planning to vaccinate the
Chinese citizens in Vietnam, Vietnamese who
want to pursue studies in China, and the people
6
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living in the border area of China with the
vaccines. For some general public, the Chinese
vaccine comes as the last option, some even
thinking of waiting for the approval of
Nancovax rather than taking Sinopharm or
CoronaVac. The country urged for vaccines to
other actors like the USA, EU, and Japan.
Experiences of the Sino-Vietnam war, current
territorial dispute, public scepticism on
Chinese vaccines, and lack of published data
put its credibility into question to the citizens of
Vietnam.

Concluding remarks: The Quad and
Vaccine Diplomacy
Former US President Donald Trump was less
concerned about the region, and his absence
from the four consecutive East Asian Summit
had demonstrated that. In a recent ministeriallevel online meeting, ASEAN countries have
expected an effective engagement of President
Joe Biden. But Biden is following his
predecessor Trump by furthering the America
First policy. In May 2021, on a virtual meeting
of Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad), the
countries (the USA, Australia, Japan, and
India) chalked out plans to accelerating vaccine
productions and delivering the Indo-Pacific
region including Southeast Asian states. They
decided to produce One Billion doses for
Southeast Asia by the end of the next year.

The Philippines contracted with Sinovac for 25
million doses (including a donation of 500000
doses). Having bilateral tensions and extensive
economic engagement with China, its
preference for Chinese vaccines may make it
compromise on certain issues in the future. It is
said that the Philippines has to buy vaccines at
a higher rate than many other states from
China. The country also got 200000 shots of
Pfizer from the COVAX facility.

Many say ASEAN was formed to balance the
power between China and the other countries
of Southeast Asia as they are having bilateral
issues with their giant neighbour. China always
tries to keep a close eye on ASEAN states.
Besides, this year is marked by the 30th
anniversary of the ASEAN-China dialogue,
which is a mechanism of effective engagement
of the two counterparts. Against the backdrop
of the world pandemic China can utilize this
opportunity to achieve public support, fulfil its
obligation in this region by increasing the
capacity of vaccine production, timely
distribution, publishing required data in peerreviewed journals. The way China is trying to
reach states around the world including the
Southeast Asian neighbours is putting a clear
mark on its interest in posing influence and
leading not only a particular region but the
world as a whole. The pursuit of vaccine
diplomacy is surely a new diplomatic
instrument of China in the present world as
reflected in Southeast Asia.

China’s promised doses take almost five long
months to be delivered in Myanmar. In May,
China donated 50 thousand doses to Myanmar's
military Junta whereas it received 1.5 million
vaccines from the Indian Serum Institute in
January 2021. Earlier, COVAX postponed its
plan to provide 5.5 million doses to the country
due to Myanmar military authority’s
disinclination to publish data on their
vaccination program.
Very recently the
country is planning to buy more jabs from
Russia. Although massive protests were held
against the military takeover of power
throughout the state, India, and China
continuously assisting the regime as no one
wants to lose their influence over the important
geopolitical region.
7
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Struggling in the Shadows: Can the Quad Rise to the Occasion?
Md. Sharif Hasan
The leaders of the four countries, consisting of
the US, Japan, India, and Australia, met in a
Summit virtually in the second week of March
and had several major issues on their agenda,
including climate change, pandemic, and
security. The Summit expressed support for the
rule of law, democratic values, and the world
unconstrained by coercion. To that end, the
Summit of the Quad is historic because the
Quad arrangement has been upgraded and
produce some concrete action plans regarding
international laws governing maritime space,
regional security, and protection of the interests
of the member countries. It is China’s
behaviour that has contributed to Quad
becoming this operation.

bilateral agendas and bilateral channels of
communication with China. The US and
Chinese officials met in an anchorage in March
this year. India has its channel with China and
formed BRICS. Channels are available to
China to reassure the countries in the Quad. For
these nations, the issue has been that China has
not been able to reassure, and therefore, the
conclusion would be that these countries also
see dealing with China as a common cause.
The Quad is not purely some anti-China club,
but what it is rallying strength in numbers to
ensure that China does not dominate the future
of the Indo-Pacific but instead to build a
relationship of mutual respect with China. It
began as disaster relief after the terrible
Tsunami in the Indian Ocean in 2004. These
four countries, US, Japan, Australia, and India,
mobilized their forces rapidly to assist the
region and out of that grew the idea of building
this unusual coalition of cooperation for very
different democracies. Since then, there have
been many changes, and of course, the Quad
was dormant for a while.

Even a year back, the discussion around Quad
was very amorphous. Earlier, Foreign
Ministers had met, but it targeted less
contentious issues. There is a lack of vigour in
this arrangement in the past, and it has a lot to
do with the fact that the world has gone through
a tough period as fallouts of China’s
new rise. That is what it has taken for Quad to
become a serious platform rather than a talk
shop. The level of convergence among these
four countries on multiple issues is now
sustained and looks more sustainable. We need
to recall that each of these countries has

But what is offering the region now really is
three things. Firstly, the Quad is an anchor for
cooperation among a diverse range of countries
with interests with respect for rules-based order
with capabilities and a willingness to
8
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cooperate. Secondly, Quad is sending a signal
to China that there is safety in numbers and the
China cannot coerce individual countries alone.
There will be pushback and combined weight
of the Quad is stronger than China. Lastly, the
Quad does offer a great capability for
partnership with the region whether it is
disaster relief 17 years ago or whether it is
pandemic relief Covid vaccine roll out now.

them in protecting their interests against China
or North Korea. There is a commitment to
dialogue to listening which was missing in the
Trump administration. Biden is off to strong
start in the Indo-Pacific in Asia.
US moves to re-engage with the IndoPacific
Nobody in the region wants to take a position
and if they are being pushed to pick sides. The
Biden administration is taking a much strategic
approach than the previous administration.
Importantly, when one scratches the surface
when one does opinion polling, for example, on
the elites in Southeast Asia in the ASEAN
countries, one can find most of them want a
more robust US engagement in the region.

Things have suddenly sped
Biden administration is signaling that contrary
to what many in China are speculating, perhaps
there will be a recalibration in Washington’s
post-Trump
China
policy.
Biden
administration wants to continue with its focus
squarely on the Indo-Pacific. For any major
power of the size of America, it is tough to
ignore what is happening in the Indo-Pacific
anymore. The US cannot disentangle itself
from going on in the realm of geoeconomics
and geopolitics in the region. So, the Biden
administration is trying to be cleverer in
tackling China involving some of the region’s
stakeholders. And, in this particular case, a
platform that has been evolving a bit, with
some reticence in the past.

Most of them want a wide range of partners
Japan, India, Australia, the European Union to
create a context where Chinese power is
absorbed and is not dominant. Most of the
circumstances in the region are going to fall
short of an all-out war. In those circumstances
in that grey zone of constant competition, that
is where the Quad and its creative coalitionbuilding can have an effect.

As part of its renewed engagement with the
whole Indo-Pacific region, the Biden
administration is working with not just East
Asian nations like Japan and South Korea, but
also with countries such as Australia and
Indonesia. However, the ties with Japan and
Korea are a good place to start since they are
two of the United States' most significant treaty
allies, along with Australia. In other words,
there’s reassurance that US would not impose
hard transactional costs on Japan and South
Korea in the way that Donald Trump did. There
is also a commitment that the US will support

The Quad is not planning to be some kind of
alliance that gives China an ultimatum. It is
about providing alternatives to other countries
in the region. Individual Quad countries have
their own alliance relationships; Australia, the
US, Japan, and India are nobody’s formal
allies. In this connection, we are going to see a
really multi- layered, complex, subtle approach
to security than we saw in Europe during the
Cold war era.

9
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a source of a huge discomfort as experienced in
the past and present. However, the bottom line
is that China and the Quad nations have already
come a far way where they were a few years ago
and much of this reality is linked with their
colliding strategic interests in the region and in
the global institutions as well.

Concluding remarks
The Quad nations may not mention China
explicitly partly because each of them has to
engage with China and may want to engage
with China somehow. One may understand it in
the languages that the Quad members have
used. Members of Quad have talked about rulebased order, respecting sovereignty, ensuring
that countries to have the freedom to choose.
There should be any attempt of economic
coercion. What has concerned the Quad
members is a rising China’s role, whether
geopolitical or economic. For these four Quad
countries, China’s geopolitical assertiveness is

Md. Sharif Hasan is an analyst of regional and
global affairs and a faculty at the Department
of International Relations, University of
Rajshahi. He can be reached at:
sharifhasan.ir@ru.ac.bd.

How Is China Responding to Quad?
Md. Shofiqul Islam Nahid
policy objectives such as maintaining friendly
external relations for domestic priorities,
lessening dependency on America, and
expanding influence overseas. Thus, Beijing is
trying to make warm relations with the IndoPacific countries to smooth its rise and deter
the Quad clique.

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD,
popularly known as Quad) was revived in 2017
in the sideline of The Association of SouthEast Asian Nations (ASEAN) meeting with the
participation of the United States, Japan,
Australia, and India by pledging free and open
rule-based Indo-Pacific to secure maritime
security and territorial integrity.

A brief background
However, some soft issues like COVID-19
vaccination, climate change, humanitarian
assistance, quality infrastructure development
were addressed in the last summit meeting of
Quad on 12 March 2021. These initiatives have
been taken to tackle the Chinese rise in the IndoPacific region. On the contrary, China has some
factors like The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
the String of Pearls, modernization of military
power, etc. which will help China to counter the
initiatives of Quad in the Indo-Pacific region.
China can resist Quad initiatives by its foreign
10

The first initiative was taken to form a
strategic alliance by Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, with the consent of the US Vice
President Dick Cheney, Australian Prime
Minister John Howard, and Indian Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh in 2007. As a
result, a quadrilateral alliance was formed
comprising the USA, Japan, Australia, and
India. These core countries collaborated based
on democracy, rules-based order, free and
open, stable, and secure Indo-Pacific after the
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tsunami in the Indo-Pacific in 2004. However,
this alliance had not enough action in this region
about their collaborated issues till 2017.
Therefore, the Quad meeting took place in
Manila in November on the sideline of ASEAN
to discuss the common interests in the IndoPacific region. Quad addressed some points on
the sideline of ASEAN in 2017: the promotion
of peace, stability, and prosperity In the IndoPacific region.
After four years of it, the summit meeting of the
Quad has been arranged with the representation
of US President Biden, Japanese Prime Minister
Yoshihide Suga, Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison on 12 March 2021. Some issues
also were addressed at the meeting: a rulesbased order, democracy, freedom of navigation,
respect for international law, territorial integrity,
and maritime security. At the beginning of the
Quad, media and scholars assessed that it would
be a military alliance, which is often termed as
an Asian NATO. Nevertheless, the last summit
of Quad has taken the attention of the media by
focusing on non-military issues such as the
economic and health impacts of Covid-19,
tackling climate change, and addressing shared
challenges in cyberspace, critical technologies,
counterterrorism,
quality
infrastructure
investment, humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief as well as maritime domains. By
focusing on these issues, this alliance is trying
to grab the membership for Quad Plus. It is also
argued that Quad is being used to constrain
China's central position in the Indo-Pacific
region.
China and Quad in the Indo-Pacific region
The BRI project has included 76 countries in
Asia, Eastern Europe, Southeast Asia, and
11

Africa for economic cooperation under
Chinese economic diplomacy. It roughly
covers 50% of the economic functions of the
world. China is also increasing its strategic
partnerships in the Indo-Pacific region.
Beijing is doing well diplomatically,
strategically, and economically in this region.
All Quad countries identified that it is an
economic and strategic challenge to them, and
they tried to form a common platform for
curbing Chinese influence in the Indo-Pacific
areas.
However, the world observed a trade war
between China and the US in 2018. Trump
administration accused China of unfair trade
practices and intellectual property theft. For
this reason, the US imposed an extra 20%
tariff on imported goods from China. These
tariffs cover 66.4 percentage of Chinese
exports to the US. On the contrary, the
Chinese government blamed the US for
engaging in economic protectionism. In this
stage, China increased average tariffs from 7.2
to 18.3% in 2019.
Another point, Japan has economic ties with
some ASEAN countries. But Japan feels
insecure in this region due to the rise of China
as a strong economic and military power. In
the question of the strategic part, Japan is a
strategic partner of the US. But the US
influence in Southeast Asia is declining
gradually in recent years. In this situation,
Japan wants such an alliance to tackle China
in the Indo-Pacific region. Recently, we have
observed a trade war between China and
Australia about increasing tariffs on iron ore
and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) trade.
Moreover, India also has a border dispute with
China which makes India fearful, and there
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have been some confrontations between the two
countries in recent years. As Act East policy has
hastened India to collaborate with ASEAN
countries, it needs a robust platform in this
region. Thus, all four countries have identified
a common rival in this region, and Quad is a
perfect alliance to work in this region as a
competitor of China.
Quad and the ASEAN region
The last summit of Quad identified some nontraditional issues which will help the expansion
of its membership in the Indo-Pacific region. In
future, a proposal will be offered to the states by
naming it 'Quad Plus,' and Southeast Asian
countries will be the primary target. Leaders of
Quad countries know that there are some
fractions in ASEAN about the domination of
China. Though most of the ASEAN members
are getting economic benefits from China, some
do not agree with China's authority on security
affairs. This discomfort of ASEAN countries
helps Quad to draw attention in the Indo-Pacific
region. Singapore, Indonesia, Vietnam, to some
extent, Thailand eager to embrace the IndoPacific regional concept, but Malaysia, the
Philippines, Cambodia will abstain from this
idea. Because of this discontent, we can focus
on South China Sea disputes and the
involvement of BRI that will help us to clarify
the position of ASEAN states about Chinese
power of domination in this region.
Regarding the South China Sea dispute,
Singapore, Vietnam, Indonesia, and the
Philippines want India to play an overt role in
the Indo-Pacific region. Countries like
Singapore and Vietnam welcomed China's BRI
project in economic development, but they
refrain from unique relations with China,
especially in security related matters. Some
12

states of ASEAN felt insecure over the South
China Sea issues. At this point, the Quad can
try to mediate the dispute based on the law of
the sea, ensuring maritime security to ASEAN
countries and can play a pivotal role in
balancing China's hegemony in this region.
Quad reveals some non-traditional issues like
climate
change,
pandemic
control,
vaccination, democracy to draw the attention
of ASEAN members in the last online summit
on 12 March 2021. The Quad’s free and open
Indo-Pacific is subtly competing against
China’s economic and military aspirations.
China’s answer to Quad
China has identified three priorities in foreign
policy, maintaining friendly external relations
for domestic priorities, lessening dependency
on America, increasing the rest dependence on
China, and expanding influence overseas.
Besides these three, we can also observe that
China practices Wolf warrior diplomacy in
recent dealings with the US, Australia, Japan,
and India. This part will focus on Chinese
responses against Quad following the basis of
Chinese foreign policy.
At the last world economic forum on January
25, 2021, Xi Jinping warns the resurrection of
the cold war, hot war, trade war, or tech war
in the world if we go through the path of
confrontation. Consequently, all countries
will be sufferers in terms of their interests and
people’s well-being. Xi mainly warned that
forming small groups like the Quad would
only push the world toward division. The
speech of Xi Jinping indicated the spread of
tension among the ASEAN members in the
Indo-Pacific region.
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Some ASEAN states have amicable ties with
China, whereas some have inimical relations
with China for security and ownership of the
South China Sea. However, despite this dispute,
there are strong economic relations with all
ASEAN countries under China's BRI project.
As China is a significant regional trade partner
of ASEAN nations, the member states are wary
of pushback from China to join the Quad or
Quad Plus, which has offered rule-based order
and democratic values in the concerned area.
So, these nations will follow nimble diplomacy
in response to navigating this new dynamic
group. The Philippines, Malaysia, Vietnam, and
Taiwan all demand parts of the energy-rich
waters, but Beijing claims almost the entire area
under its old nine-dash line. Recently Beijing
has extended its reach by building military
bases reef rocky outcrops. Consequently, the
ASEAN cannot force China to obey rule-based
maritime law with the touch of the Quad.
Mahan's vision of Sea Power provokes China to
take center stage for global politics. It becomes
a requirement for China to defend its national
interests through a strong navy and overseas
bases. China under Xi Jinping has modernized
and expanded its maritime power in the IndoPacific by creating a blue-water navy, which
will help fight and win against the advanced
military. In addition, The String of Pearls idea
of China denotes the network of Chinese
military and commercial relationships along
with its sea line communication, expanding
from China to port Sudan. To fulfil this dream,
China is making trusted friends like Pakistan,
Sri Lanka, and Maldives in Indo-Pacific. Recent
agreement with Hambantota and Djibouti port
ensures its position in the Indo-Pacific region.
Under this projection, China will always be
alert about any military alliance in the IndoPacific region.
13

On the border dispute point, India has an
unsettled land boundary with China. After the
formation of Quad in 2017, there was
heightened tension between India and China
about the border. China demands some parts
of Doklam and Ladakh, which made a warlike
situation between the two countries in 2020.
China is aggressive in foreign relations to get
its claimed area which is apparent in last
border disputes during the pandemic. So,
China will not compromise any subject that
threatens its national sovereignty. Beijing
thinks that Quad does not do anything except
calling an economic embargo against China.
Li Jiming, Chinese Ambassador to
Bangladesh, warned Dhaka of joining Quad
on 10 May 2021. If Bangladesh does so, it
would substantially damage bilateral relations
between Bangladesh and China. This is a
warning to South and Southeast Asian
countries to think about joining the Quad. The
assertive foreign policy of China is seen to
protect its interest in the Indo-pacific region in
the question of Quad.
In addition, China is developing continental
ballistic missile silos in the western part of the
countries, which is an alarm to the Quad
members. The missile field comprises 120
silos capable of hitting the US mainland is a
massive threat to the quad countries.
According to the Washington Post, Secretary
of State Antony Binkien vowed in a statement
that the Biden administration would pursue
arms control to reduce the dangers from
China's modern and rising nuclear arsenal.
The last summit of Quad has taken the
initiative named Quad Vaccine Partnership
which pledges to distribute 1 billion doses of
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COVID-19 vaccine for recovering pandemic in
the Indo-Pacific region, including Southeast
Asia by the end of 2022. It will be impossible
for a Quad member to supply the pledged
vaccine because India faces the worst COVID19 outbreak today. In this situation, China is the
last source to supply such an enormous vaccine
in the Indo-Pacific region. China's foreign
minister has revealed the 'China ASEAN
Agenda for 2021', emphasizing to defeat of
Covid-19. On the one hand, China's economic
and military initiative can check and balance the
activities of Quad. On the other hand, soft issues
like vaccination, foreign aid, medical
assistance, etc. will help China make trusted
friends in the Indo-Pacific region. At last,
Beijing preferred to say that China is a
benevolent rising power.
Concluding remarks
Evan Medeiros, former national security
council director for Asia of the Obama
Administration, said that China’s reaction is far
more cautious and even conciliatory at times
than confrontational. China’s response appears
more discreet. China has endeavored to
integrate ASEAN nations with itself at its center
and come forward with financial help. Though

14

there is a dispute about the South China Sea
with Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the
Philippines, China has tightened bilateral
relations with all ASEAN members to the
strategic
cooperative
partnership
or
comprehensive
strategic
cooperative
partnership. ASEAN nations will make
prudent decisions to engage with the Quad.
Quad addresses maritime security and rulebased order to draw the attention Southeast
countries. It is known to all that China has
reservations about the existing law of the sea.
Quad cannot resist Chinese claims in the
South China Sea as it pursues its own type of
mechanism. China always maintains friendly
relations with others. Still, in the case of
security and geopolitical matters, China may
follow an assertive foreign policy that we have
seen in the recent times in South Asia,
specifically with regard to India.
Md. Shofiqul Islam Nahid is a Lecturer in
Department of International Relations at
University of Rajshahi. He obtained his BSS
and MSS degrees in International Relations at
the University of Dhaka. He can be reached
at: sheikhnahiddu@gmail.com.

Vol.
Issues
2020
Vol.11,12,
Issues3-4,
1-2,July-December,
January-June, 2021

EAST
EASTASIA
ASIAININFOCUS
FOCUS

Chronology of Events
Date
03 January
04 January
12 January

20 January

21 January
22 January
24 January
25 January
29 January
30 January
31 January
01 February
03 February
04 February
10 February
11 February
13 February
20 February
22 February

Events
Experts said China’s diplomacy in 2021was positive but challenging.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga expected to declare second state
emergency for Tokyo area to stop the spread of novel coronavirus.
China signed Economic Agreements with Myanmar, Promising COVID-19
Vaccine Donation.
The families of Rakhine state in Myanmar disappeared to seek answers.
Vietnam stepped up ‘chilling’ crackdown on dissent ahead of key
Communist Party congress.
Green goals of Thailand threatened the indigenous forest dwellers.
Communist Party leadership devised to keep Vietnam in sweet spot amid
US-China tensions.
European Union lawmakers condemned Vietnam over human rights
crackdown.
Mass rallies erupted in Russia with protests over Alexei Navalny’s arrest.
Indonesia seized Iran, Panama-flagged tankers over alleged illegal oil
transfer.
China sentenced former head of state-owned Asset Management Lai
Xiaomin to death.
More than a dozen embassies have urged Myanmar to “adhere to democratic
norms” amid coup talk.
Myanmar’s newly elected parliament set to meet amid coup threats.
Tokyo saw doubles number of monthly COVID-19 record with nearly
40,000 cases on January.
Aung San Suu Kyi was detained as military seized control.
Japan expressed concern to UK over new Chinese maritime law.
UN Security Council took no action on military coup in Myanmar.
Myanmar lodged objections in Rohingya genocide case.
UN experts claimed that North Korea is using cyberattacks to update nukes.
India reached on a deal with China on border troop.
Joe Biden made telephone call to Xi Jinping and raised human rights and
trade issues.
Many countries curbed diplomatic ties and weighed sanctions on Myanmar.
China refused to give raw COVID data to WHO.
Anti-Chinese rallies staged in Myanmar as rumors spread Beijing supported
coup.
China urged US to stop interference, outlines plan to reset ties.
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25 February
26 February
28 February
01 March
08 March
11 March
12 March
22 March
26 March
29 March
03 April
04 April
06 April
07 April
08 April
13 April
16 April
20 April
23 April
25 April
29 April
02 May

UK imposed sanction on Myanmar military figures for role in coup.
Japan partly ended pandemic emergency.
China’s vaccine diplomacy favoured Cambodia’s top military brass.
Philippines received COVID-19 vaccine from China after delays.
Philippines started coronavirus vaccinations amid supply problems.
US and South Korea agreed on new cost-sharing deal for troops.
Second Myanmar official died after arrest as junta stepped up media
crackdown.
Cambodia reported first coronavirus death amid new outbreaks.
South Korea agreed to pay more for hosting American troops in 2021.
Power use of China surged 18.5 percent in February.
Pressure grew in Indonesia on Islamic identity.
China outlined COVID-origin findings ahead of WHO report.
Indonesia banned Ramadan exodus over virus fears.
Members of pro-IS group bombed Indonesia cathedral.
Japan, Indonesia agreed to improve Myanmar situation.
South Korea expressed expectation on China to play role in North Korean
peacemaking.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga aimed to calm China-Taiwan
tension on his visit to USA.
China held aircraft carrier drills in waters near Taiwan.
South Korea exited polls show crushing defeat for ruling party in key
election
Taiwan accused China of 'vaccine diplomacy' in Paraguay.
South Korea's ruling party suffered devastating defeat in mayoral elections.
US and China agreed to cooperate on climate change after talks in Shanghai.
Taiwan claimed that record number of Chinese jets entered its air zone.
Taiwan launched shipbuilding program amid tensions with China.
China’s GDP grew at record pace in the first quarter of 2021 as recovery
speeded up.
Chinese President Xi Jinping called for fairer world order as rivalry with US
deepened.
China censored ex-premier’s article ahead of Communist Party anniversary.
China and North Korea poised to resume freight rail links as trade revives.
The ruling party of Japan, Liberal Democratic Party, lost all three
parliamentary by-elections.
Biden talked tough on China in his first speech to Congress.
North Korea warned of ‘crisis beyond control’ due to statements from US
and South Korea.
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03 May
04 May
06 May
09 May
10 May
21 May
25 May
27 May
28 May
31 May
01 June
04 June
07 June
09 June
10 June
11 June
14 June
15 June

16 June

North Korea accused Joe Biden of pursuing hostile policy over its nuclear
programme.
The US Secretary of State Antony Blinkein accused China of acting more
aggressively.
China claimed that US should push North Korea diplomacy, not pressure.
China rejected G-7 criticism on human rights.
China denounced US appeal for Taiwan to join WHO meeting.
China protested latest US Navy passage through Taiwan Strait.
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi warned Myanmar of aid
situation does not improve.
Hong Kong claimed that Taiwan ‘grossly interfered’ in its affairs.
Taiwan criticized WHO ‘indifference’ after failing to gain access to its
annual meeting.
North Korean President Kim Jong-un vowed to build socialism in North
Korea amid US’s nuclear impasse.
Hong Kong passed ‘patriots’ law.
China countered Biden’s COVID origins lab probe by calling for a US lab
probe.
China has announced that it will allow couples to have up to three children,
after census data showed a steep decline in birth rates.
Hong Kong activists struggled to keep flame of democracy alive.
North Korea slammed US due to the end of South Korean missile range.
US commander opposed China’s attempts to alter status quo.
Taiwanese President claimed that Taiwan will never forget China’s
Tiananmen crackdown.
Taiwan got vaccines from Japan instead of China.
US senators took a military aircraft to Taiwan to announce vaccine donation.
China planned amphibious landing drill after US senators landed on Taiwan.
Former Mongolian Prime Minister Ukhnaa Khurelsukh won presidency.
China passed law to counter foreign sanctions.
Japan said that ties with Taiwan are only unofficial.
China denounced G7 statement and urged the group to stop slandering.
Myanmar Court testified in three cases against Suu Kyi.
Japanese lawmakers voted down no-confidence motion against cabinet.
Myanmar Junta sold resources to neighbors in exchange for ‘legitimacy’.
Beijing told NATO to stop hyping up China threat.
Taiwan reported largest daily incursion yet by Chinese air force.
China rejected and deplored US-EU summit criticism.
Japanese exports jumped most in 41 years.
Macau followed Hong Kong with suspension of its Taiwan office.
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20 June
21 June
22 June
23 June
26 June
30 June

Military regime of Myanmar slammed the UN General Assembly resolution
calling for arms trade ban.
Democratic Voice of Burma won International Media Freedom Award.
Myanmar imposed lockdown on Chinese-backed new city project on
Myanmar-Thai border amid COVID-19.
Kim Jong-un’s sister Yo-jong slammed US and dismissed chance for talks.
Hong Kong’s pro-democracy newspaper Apple Daily shut down operations.
World Bank raised Chinese growth outlook to 8.5%.
Myanmar freed more than 2,000 prisoners held since military coup.
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Chronology of Visits
Date
11 January
12 January
15- 17 January
19 January
04 February
18 March
24 March
26 March
28 March
29 March
30 March
03 April
16 April
24 April
30 April
13 May
23 May
25 May
4 June
11 June

Visits
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Myanmar.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Indonesia for strengthening
relations between the two countries.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Brunei and Philippines.
Chinese President Xi Jinping attended World Economic Forum’s Davos
Agenda Dialogue Meeting via videoconference.
Malaysian Prime Minister Tan Sri Muhyiddin Yassin visited Indonesia at the
invitation of President Joko Widodo.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov visited China.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Saudi Arabia to develop the
bilateral relations.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Turkey.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Iran to outline China’s peacebroker role.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
for strengthening cooperation on counterterrorism and de-radicalization.
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Bahrain.
Foreign Ministers of Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Philippines visited
China.
Foreign Minister of the Republic of Korea Chung Eui-yong visited China for
seeking sound development.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshide Suga visited the United States to
strengthen alliance and coordination over the coronavirus pandemic.
Special ASEAN Summit on Myanmar held.
Top US, Japanese and South Korean military leaders met to underscore US
shift from the Middle East to China.
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi visited Slovenia to hold a
foreign ministers’ meeting.
U.S. Director of National Intelligence Avril Haines visited the demilitarized
Zone (DMZ) along the borders of South and North Korea.
Senior Chinese diplomat, Yang Jiechi, visited Russia for strategic talks.
China hold meeting between Franck Riester, the Minister Delegate for
Foreign Trade and Economic Attractiveness of France and the Chinese
Commerce Minister Wang Wentao.
Brunei's Second Minister of Foreign Affairs Erywan Yusof visited
Naypyidaw as the Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshide Suga visited in Britain for G7 summit.
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16 June
22 June
28 June

29 June

Foreign delegates visited North Korean missions on the occasion of the 57th
anniversary of Chairman Kim Jong Il.
British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab visited Vietnam, Cambodia and
Singapore to strengthen ties.
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi held a meeting with Foreign
Ministers of Netherlands and Indonesia.
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi visited Italy to attend the G20
Foreign and Development Ministers’ Meeting.
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi held meeting with UK
Foreign Ministers Dominic Raab.
Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi meet with the Secretary of
State of the United States of America Antony Blinkein.
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NEWS (JANUARY-JUNE 2021)
Vietnam steps up 'chilling' crackdown on
dissent ahead of key Communist Party
congress (18 January, 2021)
As Vietnam’s ruling Communist Party gears up
for its most important meeting in years, its
leadership has presided over an intensified
crackdown on dissent, according to rights
groups, activists and data collated by Reuters. A
record number of political prisoners, longer jail
terms, and increased harassment of activists in
recent years have contributed to the crackdown
ahead of January’s Communist Party congress,
a gathering to determine national leadership and
policy that takes place once every five years.
The crackdown has left some international

waters. Iran had previously been accused of
trying to conceal its oil sales by disabling
tracking systems on its tankers as it seeks to
counter crippling US sanctions.
The Indonesian Maritime Security Agency said
on January 25 that the crude oil supertankers -Iranian-flagged MT Horse and Panamanianflagged MT Freya -- were seized the previous
day off Kalimantan Province and will go to
Batam island in Riau Island Province for further
investigation. Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Saeed Khatibzadeh told a news
conference that Tehran has asked Indonesian
authorities to provide details about the seizure.
(Source: Radio Free Europe)
Myanmar coup: Aung San Suu Kyi detained
as military seizes control (1 February, 2021)
In the early hours of Monday, the army's TV
station said power had been handed over to
commander-in-chief Min Aung Hlaing. Ms Suu
Kyi, President Win Myint and other leaders of
the National League for Democracy (NLD) were
arrested in a series of raids.

human rights groups and lawmakers questioning
whether Vietnam has breached the spirit of trade
agreements with Western countries - accords
that have helped propel the country to a position
of economic strength in Southeast Asia.
(Source: Reuters)
Indonesia Seizes Iran, Panama-Flagged
Tankers Over Suspected Illegal Oil Transfer
It is not clear where they are being held. No
(25 January, 2021)
major violence has been reported. Soldiers
Indonesia says it has seized an Iranian tanker blocked roads in the capital, Nay Pyi Taw, and
and Panamanian vessel suspected of illegally the main city, Yangon. International and
transferring oil in the Southeast Asian nation's domestic TV channels, including the state
21
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broadcaster, went off air. Internet and phone
services were disrupted. Banks said they had
been forced to close. For the moment the
military's action appears reckless, and puts
Myanmar on a perilous path. (Source: BBC)
UN experts: North Korea using cyber attacks
to update nukes (10 February, 2021)
North Korea has modernized its nuclear
weapons and ballistic missiles by flaunting
United Nations sanctions, using cyberattacks to
help finance its programs and continuing to seek
material and technology overseas for its arsenal
including in Iran, U.N. experts said. The panel
of experts monitoring sanctions on the Northeast
Asian nation said in a report sent to Security
Council members Monday that North Korea’s
“total theft of virtual assets from 2019 to
November 2020 is valued at approximately
$316.4 million,” according to one unidentified
country. The panel said its investigations found
that North Korean-linked cyber actors continued
to conduct operations in 2020 against financial
institutions and virtual currency exchange
houses to generate money to support its weapons
of mass destruction and ballistic missile
programs. The experts previously reported on
the continuous involvement in Iran of the Korea
Mining Development Trading Corporation,
North Korea’s primary arms dealer and main
exporter of goods and equipment related to
ballistic missiles and conventional weapons that
are under U.N. sanctions. (Source: Associate
Press)
Seoul Agrees to Pay More for Hosting
American Troops in 2021 (10 March, 2021)
Striking a delicate balance, the United States and
South Korea have agreed Seoul will pay 13.9%
more this year for hosting American troops as
22

part of a multiyear deal crafted to keep Seoul's
share of the overall cost within historical norms,
officials said on 10th March.
The State Department announced on the day that
Secretary of State Antony Blinken will travel to
Tokyo and Seoul next week for security
consultations to “reaffirm the United States’
commitment to strengthening our alliances.”
Blinken will be joined in both meetings by
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin, who also will
visit India. On his way home, Blinken will stop
in Anchorage, Alaska, to join Biden's national
security adviser, Jake Sullivan, for talks with
senior Chinese officials, the State Department
said. (Source: US News)
India one of 8 countries to attend Myanmar
military parade the day over 100 protestors
were killed (30 March, 2021)
The 27th March was Armed Forces Day, a
holiday honouring the Tatmadaw, as the military
is known. Myanmar’s military had seized power
on February 1 by staging a coup. It said that the
November 8 elections won by Nobel laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi’s party were fraudulent, an
accusation dismissed by the country’s election
commission. Military leaders have promised to
conduct polls again, but have not set a date and
have declared a state of emergency. Dozens of
people have been killed by security forces in
efforts to stop protests against the military
takeover of the country. Myanmar witnessed
one of its bloodiest days of protests on March 27
as security forces killed 114 people, including
children. Eight countries – Russia, China, India,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Vietnam, Laos and
Thailand – had sent representatives for the
Armed Forces Day parade despite the brutal
crackdown on pro-democracy protestors that
day. (Source: Scroll in)
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The Domestic Politics of Suga’s China Stance business activities resuming as the city's
(19 April, 2021)
COVID-19 vaccination drive continues.
(Source: Nikkei Asia)
There was a distinct difference in tone between
the subtle language Japan used about Taiwan in Myanmar Junta Declares National Unity
Washington and the impassioned, angry Government, CRPH, Defense Forces as
response it provoked from China. Following a ‘Terrorist’ Groups (10 May, 2021)
meeting between Japanese Prime Minister Suga
Yoshihide and US President Joe Biden on April The Myanmar military regime has branded the
17, the leaders issued a joint statement, which parallel National Unity Government (NUG), its
referred to the Taiwan issue in an oblique way. parliamentary committee and their offshoot
Almost immediately, the Chinese sent a civilian defense forces as “terrorist groups” for
response, via an editorial in the Global Times alleged acts of incitement against the junta. The
newspaper, urging Japan to stay away from “the declaration means that anyone arrested on
Taiwan question.” “It may play diplomatic suspicion of affiliation with the groups would
tricks in other fields, but if it gets involved in the face 10 years to life imprisonment if convicted,
Taiwan question, it will draw the fire upon itself. according to the country’s Counterterrorism
The deeper it is embroiled in, the bigger the Law. In its announcement 8th May, the regime
price it will pay,” said the Global Times. said the Committee Representing Pyidaungsu
(Source: The Diplomat)
Hluttaw (CRPH) and the NUG “constantly
incited
Civil
Disobedience
Movement
Hong Kong returns to growth after 18-month participants to commit violent acts.”
recession (3 May, 2021)
The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw is Myanmar’s Union
Hong Kong's economy has finally resumed Parliament. “They perpetrated bombing, arson,
expansion after six consecutive quarters of manslaughter and intimidation to disrupt the
economic contraction, the financial hub's state administrative machinery due to the
longest recession on record. First-quarter gross influence of the leaders of the CRPH and NUG,”
domestic product increased 7.8% from the same the statement reads. (Source: The Irrawaddy)
period a year earlier, according to an advance
government reading released on Monday,
thanks to a strong performance in external trade Asia accounts for 99 out of 100 top cities
and a low base for comparison, given that Hong facing the biggest environmental risks (13
Kong curtailed activity in early 2020 with the May, 2021)
emergence of COVID-19. Hong Kong's retail
sales jumped more than 30% in February Asian cities are facing the greatest risks from
compared with the same period last year, while environmental hazards including extreme heat,
the unemployment rate decreased slightly to climate change and natural disasters, according
6.8% in March from a 17-year high of 7.2% in to a new report from Verisk Maplecroft. Among
February. Financial Secretary Paul Chan the 100 cities most at risk, 99 of them are in Asia
previously forecast that economic growth would — with 37 in China and 43 in India. Globally,
reach 3.5% to 5.5% this year, with normal the report found 414 cities across the world, with
a population of more than 1 million each, are
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vulnerable to pollution, dwindling water
supplies, extreme heat, natural hazards and
climate change. Collectively, those cities are
home to 1.4 billion people. (Source: CNBC)

Tiananmen Square massacre approaches, all but
one of the leaders of the alliance that organises
the annual candlelight vigil are behind bars.
Hong Kong has long been home to a vibrant and
vociferous civil society, which came into its own
Myanmar junta's electoral body to dissolve in the 10 years leading up to the territory’s 1997
return to Chinese sovereignty.
Suu Kyi party (21 May, 2021)
Myanmar's
junta-appointed
election
commission will dissolve Aung San Suu Kyi's
political party for vote fraud in a November
election, local media reported on May. The
military justified its coup by accusing the NLD
of obtaining a landslide victory through a
manipulated vote, though the electoral
commission at that time had rejected its
complaints.

But barely one year into Beijing’s imposition of
the National Security Law – which criminalises
activities deemed to be secession, subversion
and collusion with foreign forces – civil society
groups, which the Chinese Communist Party
sees as a threat to its rule and a hotbed for
subversive activities, are under pressure.
(Source: Aljazeera)

Myanmar Junta to Sell More Timber in
The NLD had committed fraud "so we will have Search for Hard Currency (8 June, 2021)
to dissolve the party's registration", the
chairman of the junta-appointed Union Election
Commission (UEC), Thein Soe, was cited in the
reports as saying. He was quoted saying those
involved in election fraud "will be considered as
traitors" and action taken against them. MRTV
made no specific mention of disbanding the
NLD, but quoted Thein Soe as saying "unlawful
actions of the ruling party will be punished".
(Source: Reuters)
Myanmar’s military regime will hold further
Hong Kong activists struggle to keep flame of timber auctions on June 23 and 24 as it seeks to
democracy alive (1 June, 2021)
raise hard currency to fund its coup. Myanmar
Timber Enterprise (MTE), the state-run entity
For nearly 20 years, the Civil Human Rights which controls Myanmar’s timber sales, held
Front has mobilised some of Hong Kong’s three separate auctions in late May in which
biggest police-permitted protest marches, but it nearly 10,300 tons of timber were sold for
is now being accused by authorities of operating around US$5 million (8.2 billion kyats). The
illegally. The student union of the University of wood sold reportedly came from a stockpile of
Hong Kong, the alma mater of modern China’s 200,000 tons of illegal timber seized under the
founding father, is being evicted by the ousted National League for Democracy
administration. As the anniversary of the government.
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Due to international sanctions and domestic
boycotts of military-linked products, the junta is
suffering from a shortage of hard currency.
Washington has already sanctioned MTE and
other groups and individuals involved in
Myanmar’s timber trade. (Source: The
Irrawaddy)
Japan says ties with Taiwan are only
unofficial (10 June, 2021)
Japan’s
relations
with
Taiwan
are
nongovernmental and practical and are based on
Tokyo’s recognition of China as the sole
legitimate government, a top Japanese official
said, following Beijing’s protest over a recent
reference to the island as a country.
As China flexes its muscle in the Taiwan Strait
and the Asia-Pacific region, the issue of Taiwan
is a sensitive topic, especially as Japan, the
United States and other democracies develop
closer ties with the self-ruled island that Beijing
regards as a renegade territory to be united by
force if necessary. Chief Cabinet Secretary
Katsunobu Kato told a regular news conference
that “Japan’s position is to maintain working
relations with Taiwan at the nongovernment
level,” in line with the 1972 Japan-China
Communique, when Tokyo switched the
diplomatic recognition from Taiwan to China.
“That’s our basic policy and there is no change
to that.” (Source: The San Diego Union Tribune)
China calls US 'ill' after Biden rallies G-7
against Beijing (15 June, 2021)
China lashed out at the US, calling the country
"very ill indeed," after US President Joe Biden
secured support from European allies to present
a more united front against Beijing. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian
25

criticised Mr Biden’s efforts during summits of
the Group of Seven (G-7) and North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (Nato) in recent days.
The response was the latest sign of Beijing’s
frustration with Washington, amid tensions over
everything from trade and security to human
rights and the pandemic. "The US is ill and very
ill indeed," Mr Zhao told reporters in the
ministry’s first news briefing since the G-7
meetings in the UK. "The G-7 had better take its
pulse and come up with a prescription." Mr Zhao
criticised the G-7’s communique, which
expressed concern about Chinese polices in
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Xinjiang – issues that
Beijing argues are its own domestic affairs.
(Source: The Straits Times)
Japan to outline Taiwan’s strategic
importance, concerns over China’s maritime
strength in defence white paper (17 June,
2021)
Japan’s growing concerns about China’s
maritime strength, and the strategic importance
Tokyo places on Taiwan, will be among the
significant features of the 2021 defence white
paper that it is expected to be released next
month. A draft shown to policymakers in the
ruling Liberal Democratic Party several weeks
go, and referenced in the Japanese Asahi
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newspaper this week, describes stability in the
Taiwan Strait as crucial for Japan. It will be the
first time the self-ruled island has been named in
the annual paper, and comes as more Western
nations and their allies warn China about its
rising military pressure on what Beijing
describes as a breakaway province. It also states
that China spends an estimated 20 trillion yen
(US$180.7 billion) on defence annually, four
times the figure Japan allocates to its SelfDefence Forces. (Source: The South China
Morning).

Sinopharm. Sri Lanka has received two batches
of Sinopharm vaccines donated by the Chinese
government and is buying more from the
company.
Bangladesh has also received two batches of
vaccines donated by China. The Sinopharm
vaccines helped the country resume its COVID19 inoculation drive, suspended after India
halted export due to a supply crunch. The
government is in talks to buy 15 million vaccine
doses from the company. (Source: CGTN)

Chinese vaccines help Asian countries deal Myanmar Junta Chief Visits Moscow for
with COVID-19 pandemic (20 June, 2021)
Security Conference (21 June, 2021)
As the coronavirus pandemic continues to infect
and claim lives, vaccines are crucial for
countries to prevent viral transmission.
Indonesia has received 95 million doses of
vaccines so far, and Chinese drug maker
Sinovac Biotech made 89 percent of them.
Using two Chinese vaccines, Cambodia has
achieved one of the region's highest inoculation
rates, with 18 percent of its population receiving
at least one dose of the vaccine.

Myanmar coup leader Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing on headed to Russia, one of the regime’s
main supporters and arms suppliers, to attend a
conference on international security in Moscow
amid growing military ties between the two
countries. The Moscow Conference on

The Philippines expects to receive more than 5
million doses of vaccine from China this month.
Nepal has received 1.8 million doses of COVID19 vaccine produced by Chinese company
International Security (MCIS-2021) will be held
from June 22 to 24. State media said the senior
general will hold meetings with military and
civilian officials and tour significant places in
the Russian Federation including universities,
factories and workshops during the trip. Joining
him is Myanmar Navy chief Admiral Moe
Aung, who will attend the International
Maritime Defense Show (IMDS) to be held in
26
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St. Petersburg from June 23 to 27. (Source: The World Bank raises China growth outlook to
Irrawaddy)
8.5% (29 June, 2021)
The World Bank raised its forecast of China’s
China sues Australia at WTO over tariffs in economic growth this year to 8.5% from 8.1%
hit to strained ties (24 June, 2021)
and said Tuesday that a full recovery requires
progress in vaccinations against the coronavirus.
China sued Australia over anti-dumping The report adds to positive signs for China, the
measures on some Chinese goods, further first major economy to rebound from the
ratcheting up tensions between the two nations. pandemic.
China filed a lawsuit at the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) over Australian antidumping and anti-subsidy measures on Chinese
exports of railway wheels, wind towers, and
stainless-steel sinks, the Ministry of Commerce
said on June 24 in Beijing.
This would be the third recent WTO case
between the two, after Australia sued over
Chinese tariffs on wine and barley. Relations
between the two sides have steadily worsened
since 2018, when Australia barred Huawei
Technologies from building its 5G network, and
went into freefall last year as Prime Minister
Scott Morrison led calls for an independent
probe into the origins of the coronavirus that
first emerged in the Chinese city of Wuhan.
Beijing has responded with tariffs and
restrictions on imports of coal, barley, lobsters
and wine. (Source: The Straits times)
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Chinese economic growth is likely to decline to
5.4% next year as the rebound from last year’s
history-making global slump fades and activity
returns to normal, the World Bank said. China is
on track to vaccinate 40% of its population by
early summer, but “a full recovery will also
require continued progress toward achieving
wide-spread immunization,” the World Bank
said. (Source: AP News)
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